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“NOW HE WHO SUPPLIES SEED TO THE
SOWER AND BREAD FOR FOOD WILL
SUPPLY AND MULTIPLY YOUR SEED FOR
SOWING AND INCREASE THE HARVEST OF
YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” 2 Corinthians 9:10
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A GOD OF MULTIPLICATION....
As a numbers man you may think I’m crazy when I say sometimes it's
good when things don't add up! When God is in the equation, we can
end up with a lot more than we expected if we operate in a spirit of
generosity and learn what happens when we handle money with
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Godly principles. I hope this short booklet will help answer some of
the questions we all have around giving and inspire and challenge us,
as we seek to see multiplication in all areas of God’s Kingdom here at
St Andrew’s.

DAVID JONES | TREASURER
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WHY GIVE?

church...
,
They re only after
your money!

C

Why did God create giving and was it to support the church? ...No!
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because God isn’t short of a bob or two and could support the church with
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financial manna from heaven anytime. Giving is not Gods way of raising
money, its his way of raising his children. Put simply it’s part of how we
grow as disciples and so God encourages giving to work greed and
selfishness out of our lives.

CY

CMY

Sadly much of todays teaching on giving puts selfishness back into
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giving. When we teach giving to get, we encourage a getting not a
giving mindset, so we end up giving but with a getting mentality. This
matters because God doesn’t bless giving but giving with the right
motives. The widow who gave a penny gave more than the rich,
because God factored in her heart. People count amounts but only
God can count the cost, and her penny cost her everything. Stuff flows
to you as it flows from you, proverbs says ‘a generous man will prosper’
not a prosperous man will be generous.
Once a year on Gift Day we are challenged to prayfully focus on our giving,
but generosity isn’t an event its a belief system, a mindset and its got
nothing to do with how much you have. Our heart is to encourage people
to build a giving life, a life of heart led generosity which God will multiply.
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“EACH MAN SHOULD GIVE WHAT HE HAS DECIDED IN HIS
HEART TO GIVE, NOT RELUCTANTLY OR UNDER
COMPULSION, FOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER. AND
GOD IS ABLE TO MAKE GRACE ABOUND TO YOU, SO
THAT IN ALL THINGS AT ALL TIMES, HAVING ALL THAT
YOU NEED, YOU WILL ABOUND IN EVERY GOOD WORK.”
2 CORINTHIANS 9:7-8
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BIBLE TEACHING ON GIVING
This is what Paul says in 2 Corinthians:
Why should we give?
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• Because of God’s gift to us (8:9, 9:15)
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• Because it pleases God (9:7)
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• Because of the need of others (8:14)
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• Because gospel giving leads to a multiplied harvest (9:6)
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How should we give?
• Sacriﬁcially (8:2-3)
• Eagerly (8:4)
• Freely (8:8; 9:7)
• Proportionately (8:12, 1 Cor 16:2)
• Thoughtfully (9:7)
• Dependently (9:8)
• As a priority (1 Cor 16:2)
• Expectantly (9:6)
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what we keep
is all that we have
but what we give
God multiplies
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HOW MUCH SHOULD I GIVE?
The amount we give to our local church is a decision to be made honestly
between us and God. There is no right answer and it will differ from person
to person. The level of our giving is to be related both to our joy in the
gospel, and to our current financial position. As a result, we recommend
that all members of the church family review their giving once a year.
Many are aware of the Old Testament laws concerning tithing. God
commanded his people to give a tenth (‘tithe’) of all their produce to God
in joyful response to his blessings to them.
C
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Should tithing be our rule today? The New Testament makes no such
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command. In Christ we are no longer under the law, but instead are set free
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to live for God through the internal work of the Holy Spirit, not the external
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pressure of the Old Testament law. Nonetheless, many ﬁnd 10% as a helpful
starting point for our considerations – certainly it is hard to imagine Jesus’
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disciples giving less than their previous tithe after they became Christians!
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The diagram below helps calculate what monthly amount a particular
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percentage of giving would be based on diﬀerent salaries (extra could be
collected through Gift Aid if you pay tax).
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WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?
In the Old Testament, giving was channelled by God to those who needed
it – namely the priests and Levites (who had no other source of income)
and the poor and needy. We see a similar pattern in the New Testament,
where Christian giving is first directed to meeting and growing the many
ministries of St. Andrews, which reach the lost and those in need in our
community, and then to send people out into a wider mission field to
preach the gospel.
OUR NEEDS TO GROW & REACH
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REACH

GROW

SEND

£138K £111K £129K
EVANGELISM

DISCIPLESHIP

MISSION

SUNDAY SERVICES £128K
ADMINISTRATION £65K
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SOME NUMBERS...

42,000

£

we need £42,000 p.a. increase in regular giving
this year just to maintain all our commitments
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25K
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50K
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Every year
inflation rises
and people
move on, so If
we do NOTHING
we will lose

£25,000

per year...that’s
almost a whole
new member of staff!

to employ a Church
Manager and a Youth
Ministry Trainee we need
a further £50,000 p.a
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WHAT CAN I DO?
Over the coming weeks we will be looking at giving together in our growth
groups. We also want to encourage you to prayerfully evaluate your
finances with your family and before God. It's a great opportunity to be
asking yourself questions like:
•

What do I think my income is likely to be in the next twelve months?

•

Are there any major items of expenditure I will need to make?

•

Will I get a pay or pension increase, increment or bonus sometime in
the next year?
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Do I need to reduce my regular giving to make sure I can fulﬁl my other
responsibilities?

MY
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Is my primary aim with my money to my improve my lifestyle or serve
the gospel?

Y

Do I need to increase my giving as a reﬂection of the priority of the
gospel in my life?

•

How can I make sure that I give because of grace not guilt?

REGULAR GIVING
You can of course give weekly via the collection box in church, but most
people find a Standing Order to be a convenient way to give. Standing
Orders transfer money from your bank to the church regularly and
automatically. This provides the church with regular, predictable income,
which helps in two ways: it enables us to budget effectively and it is
simpler and cheaper than cash or cheques to administer. So, if you can,
please give by Standing Order. Complete the enclosed "How to Give" form
and pop it in one of the Gifts Boxes at the back of Church or send it to the
Church Office. And remember, Gospel giving leads to a multiplied harvest.
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MAKE A ONE OFF GIFT
If you feel that the Lord is directing you to make one-oﬀ gift to help with
some specific projects we would like to complete over the year then we’d
love to hear from you! Below are some of the areas that urgently need our
attention and how much they will cost
• repair the organ speakers - £1,600
• get a better keyboard for the band - £1,500
• carpet the balcony in church - £4,200
• install WiFi in church - £600
• build a toilet block for church - £45,000
C

M

LEGACY GIVING
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Leaving St Andrew’s a gift in your will could make a huge difference to our
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continued work to Reach, Grow and Send both now and in the future.
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Gifts in wills are paid free of tax and could reduce any inheritance tax bill.
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You can leave us a specific sum or a share of your estate. You can also
leave us any item of value such as stocks, shares or antiques. Leaving a gift
in your will is special and highly personal. It’s entirely up to you whether or
not you inform us of a planned gift. However, knowing about bequests
does help us to plan ahead. It also enables us to keep you in touch with our
work, something we would very much like to do.
OFFER A LOAN
In order to provide Matt Cook with an appropriate house from which he
can work we have had to take out a mortgage of £200,000. This will
cost us £12,000 p.a. in interest and capital repayments. If there is anyone
who could oﬀer St Andrew’s an interest-free loan for any signiﬁcant length
of time it will enable us to repay some of the mortgage early and thereby
reduce our interest payments. If you think you may be able to help in this
way please have a word with the Treasurer.
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GIFT AID
If you pay UK income tax, please complete the Gift Aid section of the "How
to Give" form, so church can reclaim the basic rate tax you have paid: 25p
for every £1 you give. A Gift Aid declaration held by the church will apply
to all your future gifts until you tell us otherwise. So, if your tax
circumstances change, please inform the Treasurer, David Jones, or the Gift
Aid Secretaries, Mark & Alison Sykes.

A FEW QUESTIONS...
C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Who makes decisions on how our money is spent?
The church is a registered charity so has Trustees: the members of the
Parochial Church Council (PCC). The Treasurer prepares an annual budget
before the start of each year, which is examined, adjusted and agreed by
the PCC, which then keeps an eye on income and expenditure through the
year, and has to specially agree any item which falls outside the agreed
budget. Minutes of PCC Meetings are available in the Church Oﬃce to
anyone who is on the Church's Electoral Roll. At the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting (APCM) in April each year there is an opportunity for
anyone on the Electoral Roll to be nominated to become a PCC Member.
Who will know how much I give?
Only the Treasurer and, if you allow us to claim Gift Aid on your donations,
the Gift Aid Secretaries, know details of individual giving. However, we
should not let anonymity be an excuse for sin – if it is helpful, why not ask a
friend to join you in being accountable to each other for how you have
decided to allocate your giving.
What if I’m on a low income and have little to give?
However small our income it’s good to start to establish godly habits in
giving. Even if amounts involved may seem small, remember that Jesus
commended a poor widow saying that her two small copper coins were
‘more than all the others’ (Luke 21:2). Also, note that small amounts
combined with others can be very significant. Remember God looks at the
heart and he is in the business of multiplication!
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NOW HE WHO SUPPLIES SEED TO THE SOWER
AND BREAD FOR FOOD WILL SUPPLY AND

M U LT I P LY
YOUR SEED FOR SOWING AND INCREASE THE
HARVEST OF YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS
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2 CORINTHIANS 9:10
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REACH

GROW

SEND

